Home to Reid's Palace, one of
the world's most famous
hotels, Madeira is known as
the Atlantic’s floating garden.
Its afternoon tea, black-tie
dinners and world class spas
appeal to a luxury market.

But it has a wild side.

WILD SIDE ...




A The pool in Reid’s Palace offers a magnificent view of the sea
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: . My first impressions of Funchal as we drove the new
" highways and darted through traffic were mixed. But then this
close-up doesn't do Funchal justice. It was later when' |
=~ escaped into the hills that | began to appreciate the natural
&S “harbour, the way the tiled roof houses cling to the hillside and
-5 the abundance of green that predominates.
.%;_, " “Here we are," said Juan. This was not how | had imag-
AB%ned Reid's (as itis known). Photos show a hotel amid splendid
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very chintzy and afforded splendid views of the sea, Like many
buildings in Madeira, the hotel seems precariously perched.
Ten acres of semi-tropical gardens cling to the cliff sides with
the deep Atlantic below.
- That first dinrier in'the main Dining Room was a feast
“with dejiciouspanfﬁad sea bass and, of course. jacket and tie
are de rigueur for men. Many people come to Madeira just to
stay at Reid's — it has cachet. And, of course, a guest list of
royaity, aristocracy, celebrities and personalities going back
years. As the hotel boasts: "you almost expect to spot Winston
Churchill taking afternoon tea on the terrace...to find the
Empress of Austria staring out to sea from her verandah. ..or to
stumble across George Bernard Shaw mastering the intrica-
cies of the tango on the lawn

WALKS IN THE INTERIOR

Our first day was spent exploring the delights of Funchal town
Here, elegant shops, pavement cafes, baroqae churches and
colourful markets vie for attention. Look up and you will see a
cloak of trees on the surrounding mountains; look down and
you will see mosaic pavements made from local volcanic
stone. Even out
to see the island’s floral atiributes, for ﬁxample the river
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Madeira boasts many walks in the interior, particularly
those alongside the levadas. These levadas are a series of
water channels built by early settlers to bring water from the
north of the island to the fertile south. An incredible feat of
engineering with an almost imperceptible gradient, today
they stretch to 1600km, criss-crossing the mountains. Footpaths
were built alongside for maintenance and until the 1980s
these paths were almost unknown. Now they are pringing
a new generation of tourists
wild side
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A Villa Cipriani, an ltalian restaurant adjoining Reid's, offers superb views

GLIMPSE OF A BYGONE AGE
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WHERE T0 STAY

Reid’s Palace Hotel
Estrada Monumental 139
Funchal

Tel; +351 291 717171
www.reidspalace.com

Hotel Classic Savoy
Avenida do Infante
Funchal

Tel: +351 291 213000
www.savoyresort.com

Crowne Plaza Resort Madeira
Estrada Monumental 175
Funchal

Tel: +351 291 717700
www.madeira.crowneplaza.com

e —

Madeira Palacio®

Estrada Monumentdl 265
Funchal X

Tel: +351 291 7027025
www.hotelmadeirapalacio’eom

WHERE TO EAT

0 Regional

Rua D Carlos 1 54
Funchal Old Town
Tel: +351 291 232956

0 Jango

Rua de Santa Maria 164
Funchal Oid Town

Tel: 4351 291 221280

Restaurante Tokos
Estrada Monumental 169
Funchal

Tel: +351 291 771019

Casa Velha do Palheiro
Palltefro Goif
Sdo Goncalo
Tel: +351.291 790350

The Monte toboggan run




